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Research progress on anti-depression effects of ginsenosides
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Abstract: Ginseng is a traditional Chinese medicine known as the "king of herbs" since ancient time in China.
It was found in animal experiments that total saponins, ginsenoside monomers or glycosides from ginseng extrac-
tion all showed antidepressant effects in chronic unpredictable stress, corticosterone or lipopolysaccharide induced
depression models. Taking ginsenosides as the focus, we reviewed the antidepressive mechanisms from the
perspectives of various hypotheses, such as regulations of hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, monoamine
neurotransmitter and neuroplasticity related to the pathogenesis of depression. The mechanism, target and pharma-
codynamic targets of ginsenosides for anti-depression were summarized, in order to provide references for multi-
targets and multi-level development of new anti-depression drugs, and improvement of diagnosis and treatment of
depression from the perspective of traditional Chinese medicine and natural products.
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i P2 (R A E YRR BN S H AN,
ZRERR, BB, (B, H, RO . A&
VEVE LRGBS SRS ) RS PRI P R T P&
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Figure 1 The anti-depression mechanisms of ginsenosides. HPA:
Hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal; BDNF: Brain derived neurotrophic
factor; AS: Astrocyte; MA: Monoamine neurotransmitter; GTS:
Ginseng total saponins; Rbl: Ginsenoside Rbl; Re: Ginsenoside
Re; Rg: Ginsenoside Rg

1.1 BEET HPAINEE, IEMARMEHEE R
EF Tk, KERTARIIHPARIZ S | Z Mtk
28 RN R0 B 1 ) 0 B A 3 2 . PR PN A WA I A R R,
B HARE 2838 1) HPA Bl it B2 V& R, SVAISAE (1) 50 28
A HPA il 2k 2 B AFE % — € R RB. NG R
HPA %l 1) Ik B2 3 K, {575 Hh B b R B OB TR 2 It
BRI . BT O 5 # MRS HPA B/ B, AUA
RS TR N S 5 2 R R B 2 R A 1 2 EE A
FH o T SRR AE = 2 i T HPA il 67 s 45t 18 =55 B 1)
T, 40 G R A R T B B O R AR A T 3
B, AN T RN, AR BB I R 2
7% A7 (brain derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF) 7K *F
TR, A A AR ) HAIRE A R FRA% 4 ) BDNF
MRNA & & 22K T 15 A, I H R BLRE A& AR AE
(P72 B R, BDNF mRNA 7 & 1) T Bl B2 ek K, uF
52 BNDF 7E f#IARBAE ) A& AL i) vk o6 3 24 H B
Liu ST ) 5 DR BRI B2 J5i i (corticosterone,
CORT) ¥ J¢ Jii ¥ & 52 & (glucocorticoid receptor, GR).
Eh B B % 52 A (mineralocorticoid receptor, MR) Al
ki 2 3 i BDNF () mRNA ZKF, £ 5F A 2 2 H5 1 s
HEVE AL o 25 BRI, 18 1 AN W] F50%0 N 35 6 JA Jis 1)
K B2 I W 7K O 48 2505 35T B, 5 3 U K K
(forced swimming test, FST) A~ 3y i 7] {2 2 384 Jin 25 401 1
FEAT o BE S WA AR I & I, B A FIARFEAT N R K
B L% o CORT /K -F-38 hm, 5 5 GR . T J K fiwi ¢ )=
BDNF mRNA 7Kt 8 B 52 FEAK o 17 7 | £ AR AL 7Y
(1 A 25 7 N2 2 H K H . A (12.5.25.50 mg-kg™)
3R 6 MG RKIL, NS BH W T BGE R8N
WA SRR BRI AT R R AR AR AR AR AL, HLBE ) &=
FACR B . SRR A S B WP AR E AL AT
fe 5 1 15 HPA b Dy & | 12 =1 i 55 F1 K i K2 )% BDNF
MRNAZKTH %K.
1.2 B RATHEMETF ST E R FRAR SR
BB HARE A F B, e R A ROE 2R T
WEEN R 963, BRI Dy BB I 2R i R AR
HEA T o (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a). /1 & 15
(interleukin-18, IL-18) 7K-FFh . X L& fk py S5 Rk
FA) 240 Bt K] ¥ ] 30 A% % 56 IR 1 B (nuclear factor-«B,
NF-xB) X — N5 5 70 18 8%, K5 5 3% if s Bf e
L EU Y L FN A U S T et R o NI ]
I AR RE IR 7= A=, S RE R A ) et 5 ) R 0L
IL-6 7K P~ & 3 T~ B, DRI 156 BH mT DA 3 i gk 2D 48 i [
T 50 AR T IR E .« BT 41 B (astrocyte, AS)
X2 245 (central nerve system, CNS) 1 3= 5 ik,
HZ—, 5CNSEMAREMNKR, ESAMMEE
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TR, BAKWE R AT mER . 48X
AR 250 5, Gl 22 R I TR VE F W] e S5 4
ZARY AR E T AR AR B TR I T A0 R S L
Ko DLA & FE R AL R R I B R T4, 2 545
SR I 18 AR, T N-F R -D- K A R 2 A4 1 1%
P, S JORE Js O R A o R R IO A4 M T i e i i
ASRE R E R 2 — . AnZEEIH IE Z 5 (lipopolysac-
charide, LPS) 5 5 Y # 28 ¢ i Y HIAR A28, Xk N 2 4
2 F (ginseng total saponins, GTS) 4T 40 AR E A it 47
PEAG, 45 SRR, GTS X LPS i S HIARAT MK & AT
FAME AL /N B 5 HR IL-181L-6 R TNF-a (17K F B¢
i, H I GTS W] i 2 4] LPS /) B A A #2542
KRBT 74 . Chen SEP5@E T SLIG K, GTS M4 T
A B O R o R 25 245 5| kS IR AR R AT A, T B
GTS nJ ¥ % Jz Jo7 Wil 175 5 1 g 15 Jl Jo 41 44 R 2 2 1 B
4 (glial fibrillary acidic protein-positive, GFAP*) & J&
B2 J5 44T 0 5 R G AR A T B, T L AT DAz )
GTS % 24 215 By GFAP*4H i 58 ke K< FE A1 A AR AR 1 4
R A 3 O, AT S B R I Joi 4 i 5 4 T B
FEUE T NS HUHIHREH -
1.3 MR BREEMZBRREE AL L H]
e 23 i i 2 LR RE I B E IR RE AR RS0
e S, R BLAE 5-$2 (0 % (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT)
& MARETROR A, IEAEBE 5 FLAE 5% I 3 aa A L 32 4k K&
WIS AR A o He S IOLR A v A0 03 vk, I 7 1T
TH T S 2 3k T S AU 7R ) AR IR E S AR 3
I FE R B R KR IR L . g SRR I, HARRE B I
HREHE EIREMGE EIRERIKRE T A B R
I, 12 SE U0 A UF S BRLJ SR 0 22 03 5 0D BT ECHIAR 1 41
Pio Jiang ZE0UZS T 1% M IR ATAS 0] F 40V S (chronic
unpredictable mild stress, CUMS) 55 %4 /)8 i A 253 % ik
v ik ¥ kg B FF (dammarane sapogenin, DS), & 3l
LA RN AR B, Tk DS AT 2 2 SR AT N .
o 28 23 K 138 AR A6 2 BT oK, DSYRIT KR T B CUMS
51 1R VA B 22 34 i I35 % « % & (dopamine,
DA).Z ' E i % (norepinephrine, NE). & 3t T ik 2%
FAJHE S 42338 Jo v T B, AT HIE 58 N 2 AT i 1
106 P B i o 22 36 Joi 5 B R FEHUAIAR (A
2 NS ERERL

NZ N HInEHE Y N 2 Panax ginseng C.A. Mey
P . BEHRHASPNRRASIEEF LS. A
Z R LR 5 NIEANS R R NS =1
FRFHRRE . JFAS ZERE A Rb1.Re.Rd.
Rg3; Ji A& =2 £ 245 Re.Rf.Rgl.Rg2.Rh1; 7%
BRI NRo. ZHATAIL, CEBT ZHNASE

B A NS B AR B To TR 245 R L B AR AL
il BT FEARIE .

21 ASEREFH HEAZRBEHMEIERPT S, A
2 ja B %t 2 ) S 50 UE S AT B A AR ) Th Rk .
Chen S5 WAE JE 52 22 R 245 T Bz T 13 58 B Joi i 75 3 1) /)N
IMARAE R R B, 45 F GTS AT 22 /N BRI AR AR 4T
N, HLAS SR T w5y () I3/ 52 R B K o ZE ML 9
[, Dang %R A FST S 14 42 2 23 (chronic mild
stress, CMS) P Fh & BN PIBIRL, X GTS I HTHARAE A
BT TIRE, WE R GTS B E 4 1 /N FST i 1k
], I 7 CMS K ERFE LRI BE T (08 7K A - Fi 2
LI IE 213 2 0 B AT 2E (i AR I KA Lo b 4h,
GTSJLF5e & T CMS % 5 (Wi T FL i R 4834
W LA BDNF R 5A 1~ B, 32 B L Bram AR AL v e 2
T8 I i vV B 2 328 S AR P R BDNF R IA N T 17
22 ABEHERJL AZEEHRYLEASHRERK
97, B NSV 2 A WiE 1% . Huang 550425 7 /) R
ANTRI TR 1 R, A BRAE Stk R s 3, 34Nl 4
BIRes W F /b FST iR NS (] o 181t SEUS
Ro1 ) 34551 & 35 fig 2 35 92D K BRPE FST H A Bl
(], 384 Dok 7K f 4 S 56 s K YHFE I A 23 L, IR E K )
VB AR o [B) o Zhw SEDSVEE JRE B i 107 1568 2 3 K S 56
RO, KT NS 2 4F RgL FIHIAR B K SRR AE
ITHRFENE. HRIANSZH RolEE N F XN IT
F 45 & 5 A (CAMP-response element binding protein,
CREB) [ B2 14 7K ~F-, LA $ /51 i 90 52 ot A #if 2278 55
DA 1R 2238 R 7 AR H AT 28 5. - Mou S5 SUR] ] /)N B
CUMS H5 R A Jl ) B B Y, 3k — 28 B 4iE 73 B Rg 1 (Y
PUIARAE I, 25 5 & B0 RO fE 5 25 B A0 50 30 U5 Ik S B
J2 S B /IS BRI AN Bl T], B ARG /0N BRI 2 5 i 7K T,
A AL S R KT DL R R R s R B i GR R
KA, WESE NS AT Rgl AT i i 15 HPA R B i -7
&~ i3 %l (hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis, HPG)
T PUIACEPE . Rol g B SR K AR EEAT 9
FRATL ) 19 e D9 K 0 R L Ak B T o T 20 P 2 J2 R
BT 2 5T 240 L 48 I 328 2 1) B T 85 A, K i P 5 L T 4
TE S ) D) Re N A RS2, R Rol AT A2 il i
PRI AR 5T N PR T I I 40 PR 4 B 022 42 D e i 45t
FIAR A 07180, A 23 R FH g B B B, R 52 25k iR A M
A1 #% (basolateral amygdala, BLA) P [ # £ 75 58 fih,
o 0 5% fish T %8 ¥4 AH OC 25 B CREB #1 BDNF, 45 R 187
A2 %21 Rgl i i1 0% BLA N CREB-BDNF £ 4, ff
e BA s & O AT AR H, F s S AR e 47 T
Re b S ik IR AMN A A= A% A S A AH 5C PR ¥ miR-134 (1) 1
O, yhh, Fan SFRVE I, N2 Rl #1814 AL
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FRAT DA 3@ T ek A2 A2 4% DR - [0 aok P8 R 08 AR ) R I 44
STV T o A4 L ) 5, 30 5 U o) % 0 0 e v 1, DAk
CUMS FE RS K R M AR AT A

23 ASEHRblL Wang 22Uk ILFE CUMS HIA #
R E, NS 2 RbLIES: 21 K42, KR NE.
5-HT . DA &5 5 flic K i 22346 i Je FLAR T 7= ) 5-F2 kg
Wk BRI KF I3 2 i, IS B BTHIAR E o Liu %22
W70 R I, B2 5208 M N AL BRI K RAED 35 SL 56 b
L B RIS Bk, BE KR U T S b LR AR A T i
Ty A% L SR A B 11 -2 (microtubule-associated
protein 2, MAP-2) ] 7K~ tH # A% T~ % R 41, 48 1 76 tH
ANZBH RbL TR R A, L il 8 b5 2 T%F
R, {5 L AR BY 20 55 vy, Ui B N 2 2 RbL ] g Jl it 5%
Wi 5 A A A% MAP-2 [ 3Rk = A Bl AR /E A o i
HWF RN, /£ CUMS BX & LPS il % HI#)1 i C57BL/6J
N R AR b R B, 4252 RbL IR 97 /0 BRUTE 3 36 P vk A
2R S IG R AN B I A B S 4 A, I H B I 3R R
R SR R CORT & & B 3 R IL R, Brit 2
A, 1R B RbL 18 B Dl i 7 AT AR AL/ B TNF-a
FE R T T 5 i 5 b BDNF 3k /K7 1 R B&231,
A U2 F& N 2 527 Rb1 ] §E 2 5 115 HPA il | %8 JiE 1@
I J% BNDF 11 & FE B0 AR 2408 o

24 EHft Zg#EuAR RS, KB 20(8)-E A2 —
i [20(S)-PPD] Jai, #E47 TST.FST ALK 7] (5 5246, He
FEAE P BUANARE 5 VT N A . H 4 20(S)-
PPD &b 2 1 LER ) BR S P ki N MA 5 D) BRIELERA 25 T
I B IAR L s, AN BRIV R B3
R IS 3K 7] e 400 1455 221 50 40 1) i 2L 2 S A B8R 7, I
LT DA ) 4 52 R BR U)ok TR S 0 I3 r R o A
(Tt i, X B A AR 2 R G IE W ThRE P AR T, R
71 20(S)-PPD AT 1E N I & Bt #1025 4 1 45 3k 7 73124,
ANZ B RS LS E B, WS R4 A
B M AR 2 R BT S B DU ER . B
2FH R, FEFSTHTST i, 457 NS 21 Rg3 /M B
HOR B I 1) B S T 25 A B4, I & B Rg3 58 4= 18
B TS PEAL P B T 1 S BDNFAS 538 26 11
T, I H Rg3 MIHTHIAR/E F AT 4 BDNF {5 538 1% 417
HIFIBENT . H AT %0, A2 24 Rg3 M HLHIAR 2 M. 5
i E BDNF {5 5 38 2% A3 0P, I\ 5% 1 1 /1
Rg3 X} LPS T HU 1)/ AN AL FEAT A B 2 1 ok 8 1
F, B0 7 e rp e R R AT L R AR 35 AL, R BE
I T2 9 4H i R R0 Ji 88 S8 A6 R - 1) &5 1, #2718 Rg3
AT DL 0 G 2 B 5| S AR FEAT 8, itk A
4h, NS BT Re ALIEE K R A HX 2 U E BIRE AE
R, WE R T NS S AT NIRRT, NS BT

Rg2 Fl Rg5 7E /)N B4 P 1T 7= A= — i R AP IR 245 4 1)
ER, X ME R E— e fE g L i@ il (e 3k & BDNF
EREpLT T Jaale
3 4B

FAI AR Jo8 A7 2 B 1 e s, RIS R0 2R A8 3 )L
R EFHES, BE R ESEH M TS —E 1w, P
AEAAB AR E A PTHIAR 25 RV EN AL S F A 2. 2 H
BIA AL, B BREAVIRIT AT AE ot PUamAIE (1 2 e iX 2%,
(EPTANAR 245 W30 I 35 3 A7 AE PR 25 800 TR K VR 5
FIRERARRNZ P, AL G 25 8RR~
VI BEVINTIE T, Rk 22 ) 22 35 PR R A o) 5 2 AR
(AR 25 R4t T B . A S B KH A
AR Bl AR AR D R b 2. KEFFI
CUIE B, NS BT SA0AE 7 T 2 A B3 197 2.
ANZ 21 Rol & H BT W7 i 2 10— Fls oy, KA S0
AR R AL O 2 FhfgRe, 17 2 o Ah 12 B 4
1 ReRg2 1 Rg5 KA F ML i 123k A ik — 20
R, AR NS BH5 02530050 LB R 7L
NS (AR B A R, AT BEAT UL 25 R AR 7
PESRES . BRUt 2 Ah, 8 SCER R B R I, 7RI 250 10
G, 0 NS B AF LIRS MR R AL O
B R, XA B, RN RIT R H bR
55 NS M 510 H 25 77 7B 25 % B PR AR 9, 49 Gn 78
A, ANZ 3 iz 3 R AL T O ORI — Al e R
2L 77 PAPZ, % iiF BH n @ ik 3% in BDNF 25 [ &k, #2
i R B A Ak BE g, /S BB 5 R 5 5 SR R e A
TEITAE FHRO . SR S BUR P AR 25 % (1 HE s, DA
HA G P 24 07 05 24 T AR BRI SRS [
IR R, 5 ASHKRIZ5, WA S -5 TR .
ST H AT IR PUIN AL 259 2 N3 S — R e 4 A, A
Z B UL 6 22 AR PR U)o 2 H AR A 35
Ik, Bl NS B A PUH AL E - 5T B — DR N, TR
NS B BR300 7 N R, 25 TF R 258 25 Bt
AR AH IS 259, DAHA N S5 36 97 SR 55 HH O 1 B8
I R R HE B R IIAE
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